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A catalog record for this publication is available from the British Library. The seeds of this book were planted in a course given by Joseph Cropsey at the University of Chicago some thirty years ago. His illuminating examination of the dialogue provided questions that have ever after guided my reading. My understanding of the issues raised in the dialogue has been shaped since that time in conversations with Don Brand, Paul Franco, and Rick Sorenson. Their friendship has been a lifelong source of encouragement and pleasure.
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Many colleagues read and usefully commented on the manuscript. Chief among these is Rick Sorenson, who read the entire manuscript with his characteristic acuity. Jeff Church, Darrell Dobbs, Bernard Dobski, Paul Franco, Paul Kirkland, Eric Petrie, and David Roochnik also provided insightful readings of portions of the manuscript. Thanks also to Scott Hemmenway and an anonymous reviewer for Cambridge University Press for their very helpful advice. Comments from animated audiences at Temple University, The College of the Holy Cross, James Madison College at Michigan State University, and Assumption College helped me sharpen my argument. Cathy Bogusky helped me prepare the manuscript for publication.
I have done all the work on the book while teaching at Ursinus College. I am grateful to the students in my several seminars on the Theaetetus for their willingness to engage wholeheartedly with this often befuddling dialogue. I can only hope that our common effort to seek clarity benefited them as much as it did me. At Ursinus I have also found colleagues and friends who inspire by their vision of liberal education. Steve Hood, Robert Dawley, Dallett Hemphill, and Stewart Goetz have fashioned Ursinus into an environment where the Socratic questions are essential to the daily lives of both teachers and students. Such an environment does not occur without the support of an unusually enlightened administration, which we have in President John Strassburger and Dean Judith Levy. Their efforts have helped transform Ursinus into a home for teacherscholars. Thanks to these efforts I received a grant from the Mellon Foundation (administered by Ursinus) that afforded me much-needed time to study the Theaetetus. 
